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To Paul and Louise Θ ωµατα µ εγιστα µ ι
Preface
My first thanks go to Donald Lateiner, once my teacher and now my friend, most generous through the years with advice, support, and information of all kinds. He has just recently read this book in its final draft, but he has certainly had to hear a great deal about it for a long, long time: I hope he has not been disappointed. Last year William Turpin, in the busiest of all seasons for a department chairman, took the time to go through an earlier, bulkier version of my manuscript to help me decide how I could cut it down to about half its size. I am immensely grateful to him for his heroic help, as I am to Ellen Bauerle, then of the University of Michigan Press, for her wisdom in prescribing the shrinkage. Carolyn Dewald, my much admired fellow Herodotean and always a source of inspiration, has read all existing versions of this book. She made herself available for countless written and oral critiques of my work and for lengthy telephone discussions; she has been most generous in sharing her work in progress with me.
I also thank Deborah Boedeker, Gregory Nagy, Helen North, Martin Ostwald, David Potter, Gil Rose, Grace Ledbetter, David Konstan, Elaine Fantham, Eric Munson, and John Carleo for their support, suggestions, or criticism at various stages of this project. David Chamberlain, John Graham, Bruce Grant, André Lardinois, Anthony Podlecki, and Kurt Raaflaub have kindly made available to me various sources and resources or their unpublished and forthcoming work. Colin Day, Collin Ganio, and Jennifer Wisinski of the University of Michigan Press have been extremely helpful, prompt, and encouraging. I am especially grateful to my copyeditor, Jill Butler Wilson, with whom I have carried out a tacit dialogue through colored pencils: she has done everything she could possibly do to save me from my own imprecision.
This work could not have been completed without the generous leave policy and a Becker Fellowship from Swarthmore College. I owe a great deal to Stephe Bensch for proofreading the manuscript and suggesting
